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President’s Report  

It is with much pleasure that I bring you a report 
of the activities of this club for the past 12 
months. 

I feel that together with my committee, the 
tournament committee, the office staff, the 
providor, and all those who provide food and 
help in the kitchen, we have continued to take 
the club forward.  Because we inherited a very 
attractively refurbished club room, there has 
been very little to do in this regard.  We have 
replaced the door to the back room to help con-
trol drafts that affect the functioning of the air-
conditioning.  We have also asked Desley and 
Rhondda to research a fabric to tone with the 
original curtains for another curtain at the 
northern end of the room.  We thank them very 
much for the time they spent in matching these.  
The end product tones beautifully with the rest 
of the room.  Again, this should help maximize 
the effect of the air-conditioning. 

We purchased a new projector and free stand-
ing screen to facilitate the presentation of any 
lessons.  I was delighted that Ian Jesser was able 
to use this facility. I thank him most sincerely 
for the time spent in preparing and presenting 
six very informative tutorials.  The success of 
these was evident in the number of people who 
attended.  I hope he will have time for some 
more later in this year. 

As you know, directors play a very important 
part in competitive bridge. I would like to thank 
Ned, Neville, Roey, Richard, Gillian, Ian and 
Floyd for the time they give to this.  I am also 
delighted with Ned for mentoring Roy, Brian, 
John and Michael into directing.  I am pleased 
that the first three are already doing a great 
job.  I look forward to the time that Michael 
(now that he has retired) takes up the challenge 
and begins his maiden voyage into directing! 

You are all well aware that our playing numbers 
have increased this year on both Mondays and 
Fridays.  The change of time on Friday has been 
very successful to the extent that it may not be 
too long before we have two sections on Fri-
days. 

Sue Crooke and Richard Newman have led our 
office staff this year together with the willing 
help of Nick Willems and Patricia Proud, and 
also all of you who help with the dealing of 
cards.  As you well know, technology has taken 
bridge to a new level and therefore we need to 
learn new skills, so you need to offer to learn in 
order that these jobs become less onerous for 
those already doing them. 

Our two congresses were very well supported 
this year with 21 tables at the Novice Pairs in 
July, and 25 at the Swiss Pairs in September.  I 
would like to thank Robbie Fulton for convening 
them and Chris Snook for continuing to direct 
for us. A special thank you to Judy Reynolds for 
organizing all the food for both congresses, and 
to Jan McIllwraith for her usual very artistic 
decorations. 

The Fun Day of the past was replaced by a very 
successful Charity Day in aid of Paradise Kids.  
Your support for this was quite overwhelming, 
and for that I thank you most sincerely.  We also 
held Bridge for Brains in support of neurosci-
ence and Alzheimer’s research, which is an ABF 
initiated competition, and again you gave it 
great support, as you also did for the Christmas 
raffle for the Salvation Army Christmas Appeal. 

When Jane presents her financial report shortly, 
you will see how ably she has managed our fi-
nances and the healthy condition they are in.  
Thank you Jane. 

On your chairs you have copies of reports from 
Merna Atkins, who heads the Tournament 
Committee and is our zone representative, my-
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self as masterpoint secretary, and Pauline Lut-
ton your providor.  I thank Merna and Pauline 
for all their work during the year.  I look forward 
to having help from Carol Wilson who is going 
to understudy the master pointing.  If you have 
any queries about these reports, please voice 
them in general business. 

Thank you Jenny and Alison for being such great 
backstops for me during the year.  Alison as 
Secretary handles all her work with a quiet effi-
ciency, and Jenny is always willing to do what-
ever I have asked of her.  However, I feel they 
both wish I didn’t own a phone! 

To Desley, Dawn, Desiree, Helen, Laurie-Marie, 
Roy, and for some months Keith, thank you for 
your efforts for the club.  Desley thank you for 
providing any advice I have requested from you 
during the year. 

As you are all aware, the RAS has a large prob-
lem with their electricity supply as a result of 
the recent storm.  As they sort this out, we may 
have some interruptions at times.  Hopefully 
not, but I am sure you will all be very under-
standing of any such issues as they arise.  The 
Committee were investigating the installation of 
instant hot water urns this year, but will now 
put this on the back burner until normal power 
is restored. 

Before closing, I would like to acknowledge the 
support from my husband Brian.  He has had to 
listen to many things concerning the club this 
year, and has always given good advice and a 
willing, although slightly deaf ear, provided my 
monologues haven’t clashed with the football 
or the races. 

Thank you all for your attendance.  Have a hap-
py year’s bridge, and don’t hesitate to bring 
suggestions to the Committee that you consider 
could benefit the club. 

 
 
Barbara Wippell 

 

 

Tournament Committee Report 

I am very pleased to report that we have had 
another successful year competition wise.  Our 
numbers have increased on both Mondays and 
Fridays, and some of our more important com-
petitions have been fiercely contested. 

We have gained new directors for the club – 
Brian Wippell, John Hede, Roy Reynolds, and 
Floyd Wilson. 

There are more and more congresses each year 
in the state, but ours continue to be very well 
supported although numbers have decreased 
on the whole.  Clubs in our zone seem to be 
having them on consecutive Sundays which is 
difficult for all concerned, but each year we are 
trying to pick the most suitable dates.  Robbie 
Fulton continues to be our able convenor. 

Next year the GNPs will not be played so there 
will not be a Zone Final.  Darling Downs cannot 
host a zone event because we have no Disabled 
Access so we may not be called upon.  We will 
still be playing the GNOT and sending teams to 
zone final. 

All our club’s committee members are volun-
tary and I must say very willing.  To run our 
competitions we have the directors, the players 
who come and set all the hands for play, then 
there are those who do the computer work, the 
providing of the stationery, and of course we 
are renowned for our afternoon tea.  The Mas-
terpoint Secretary works very hard at recording 
all our points and results, but I would point out 
that she also seeds and balances the fields, es-
pecially for the more important events.  
Bridgemates have been a marvelous help to 
running competitions, but to get the most accu-
rate results we do need to play the most hands, 
to have fields, especially when there is more 
than one section, balanced, and not to have half 
tables or averages if possible.  Do remember 
you have 48 hours to contact the director to see 
if you can have an incorrect score changed.  You 
need to speak to your opposition first. 
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We have worked in very happily with the Too-
woomba Club, and feel both clubs complement 
each other. 

Our Chief Director would probably like to say 
the fields are far too noisy; players are still not 
coming in early enough and sitting down.  Re-
member you may be asked to shift if it helps the 
directors.  Directing is a chore sometimes, but if 
players think of these things it does lighten the 
load. 

If you have any problems at any time, call the 
director who is there to help you. If you are still 
not happy, appeal.  We will always have an Ap-
peal Committee of three appointed to consider 
your appeal. 

Tournament Committee hopes you enjoy your 
bridge and the competitions provided this year.  
We have a few extra days.  Joan Butts is holding 
a clinic and the Moreton Club is visiting.  You 
will all be deciding today if you want extra play 
on some Tuesdays and Thursdays to make up 
for our Mondays and Fridays the RASQ needs 
the venue.  We are not holding the Winter Chal-
lenge again as there was not a huge response in 
2012.  Sundays or winter may not be a good 
time. 

We would consider having a section for those 
players with fewer than 50 or 25 masterpoints 
once a month if those players are interested. 

Thank you and good bridging. 
 
 
Merna Atkins 
 
 

Masterpoint Secretary’s Report  

I have enjoyed another year as Masterpoint 
Secretary, but am very glad that Carol Wilson is 
willing to be an assistant to learn the process 
this year. 

As you will all be aware, our playing numbers 
last year have increased to the extent that we 
averaged 10.5 tables on Fridays, and 17.5 on 
Mondays.  With this increase, the number of 

competition green points (428.6) for the club 
has increased, and therefore as a result, the 
number of red point sessions has increased 
from 10 in 2012 to 13 in 2013. 

Some of you have asked how we are awarded 
our red point sessions.  All clubs affiliated with 
the ABF at September 30th and have not less 
than 40 sessions scheduled during the following 
calendar year, are entitled to run 6 sessions of 
club red point events masterpointed at grade 
B4c level during that calendar year.  They are 
also entitled to one session for the first 35 
green points, and a further session for each ad-
ditional 65 green masterpoints issued by the 
club in the 12 months of the preceding year.  
Clubs are advised in October of their number of 
red point sessions for the following year. 

You are also aware that for certain competi-
tions, because we score across the field, we are 
required to balance the field i.e. having pairs of 
similar ranking spread throughout the field in 
both N/S and E/W positions. 

This is done to make the competition as fair as 
possible for all players.  Pre-nominations for 
major competitions are required to make this 
balancing process as easy as possible for the MP 
Secretary. 

Winners of our major competitions for 2012 are 
as follows: 

Club Pairs P. Penberthy and K. Weaver 

Club Teams V. McClement, J. Buckley, 
  L-M McRoberts, J. Henderson 

GNOT Teams R. Dean, D. Mundell 
  E. Willis, J. Lindenberg 

Presidents Cup M. Josey, E. Josey 

Jim Blaikie Day M. Atkins, J. Wenck 

Congratulations to you all. 

I hope you all have a happy year in 2013.  Good 
luck and good bridging. 

 
Barbara Wippell 
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Providor’s Report 

Here we are 2013 already!  The year began with 
our sandwich maker extraordinaire, Frances 
Jackson, leaving the district.  However, with 
support from the Committee when required, I 
have been able to maintain providing sand-
wiches for our Monday sessions.  A roster was 
drawn up for members to volunteer slices, 
cakes etc.  This worked well with most people 
only having to provide same twice during the 
year.  I am hoping to have an even better re-
sponse to the roster for 2013.  The old adage 
‘many hands make light work’ very much ap-
plies to a community club such as ours. 

The club hosted two congresses during the 
year, the Novice Pairs in July, and the Swiss 
Pairs in September.  These were admirably ca-
tered for by Judy Reynolds with support from 
Committee members. 

We also catered for the Teams Zone Qualifying 
round at the Toowoomba Bridge Club which 
was very ably organized by our President, Bar-
bara Wippell.  Participants in the event appreci-
ated our efforts. 

Other highlights were our Charity Day for Para-
dise for Children where the mini cupcakes pro-
vided by Sue Crooke went down a treat! 

We have invested in our own cutlery this year 
and another storage cupboard.  All of which will 
be well utilized in the future. 

Our Christmas Party was our last event for the 
year where everyone contributed to a fabulous 
festive feast.  Well done everyone. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Executive and 
the Committee for their generous support and 
look forward to all members contributing to a 
bountiful table in the coming year. 

Happy bridging 

 
Pauline Lutton 

 

 

Office Bearers 

President  Barbara Wippell 

Vice President  Jenny Newman 

Secretary  Alison Evans 

Treasurer  Jane Lindenberg 

Committee  Dawn Brosi 
   Desiree Fenaughty 
   Helen Henderson 
   Rosemary Steenbeek 
   Pauline Lutton 
   L-M McRoberts 
   Roy Reynolds 

Masterpoint Secretary Barbara Wippell 

Zone Representative Merna Atkins 

Publicity Officer  Helen Henderson 

Tournament Committee 
   Merna Atkins 
   Ian Jesser 
   Ned Kelley 
   Rosemary Kelley 
   Richard Newman 
   Neville O’Connor 
   Gillian Whitehouse 

Congress Director Robbie Fulton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There have been enquiries about the 
TBIB Insurance Scheme for domestic 
and international travel available to 
ABF financial members. 
 
The following attached information 
gives details for those interested in 
such a policy. 
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Tony Bemrose Insurance Brokers Bemrose Life Pty Ltd 

www.tbib.com.au www.bemroselife.com.au 

p 07 3252 5254 p 07 3852 4853 
Lvl 12, 269 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley Q 4006 
PO Box 300, Fortitude Valley Q 4006 

ABF MEMBERS Corporate Travel lnsurance - 1/03/2013 to 1/03/2014 

Policy Coverage Summary 

What is Corporate Travel Insurance? 

 A corporate travel policy is an annual policy that will cover all persons forming the insured, for 
all international, interstate and other journeys that take you at least 100km's from home. 

Who is the Insurer? 

 Allianz Australia Insurance Limited. Allianz Australia is a long established company that is at-
tached to the Allianz Global network. 

Who assists in case of an emergency? 

 Allianz Global Assistance offers 24 hour medical advice & emergency medical assistance. All calls 
are answered & managed in Australia. You will be supplied with an EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
card with all applicable contact details. 

 Emergency Assistance Phone Number: +61 7 3360 7852 

What is covered by the Policy? 

 Covers all trips commenced during the period of the policy including overseas and within Aus-
tralia when you are more than 100km’s from home. 

 Pre-existing medical conditions are covered if:- 

You are not travelling against medical advice. (If you have a pre-existing medical condition, we 
recommend obtaining a letter from your doctor advising you are ‘Fit for Travel’) 

You are not travelling to seek medical advice. 

You have not been diagnosed with a terminal illness and/or condition. 

 Medical examinations are not required to obtain the cover. 

 You must be a financial member of an affiliated ABF club. Spouses/Partners and dependent fam-
ily members qualify only if they travel with the ABF member. A premium per traveller is applica-
ble. 

 Medical expenses are covered worldwide (except Australia) and are not limited to a maximum 
amount. 

 All persons to the age of 90 years are covered. Cover expires immediately you turn 91 years of 
age. If you depart on a journey while you are 90 years old but turning 91 whilst away, you are 
covered until the end of your journey. Exceptions to this cover is:- Section 14 limited to 65 years 
of age or under. 

 A $200 excess is applicable for all claims. 
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Please refer to the Policy Wording for full details. 

 

Highlights of Cover 

Overseas Medical Expenses & Emergency Assistance U n li m i t e d 

Evacuation Cover & Personal Safety $ 5 0, 0 0 0 

Luggage & Personal Belongings $ 2 0, 0 0 00 

Additional Expenses $ 1 0 0, 0 0 0 

Kidnap & Ransom $ 5 0 0, 0 0 0 

Tony Bemrose Insurance Brokers Bemrose Life Pty Ltd 

www.tbib.com.au www.bemroselife.com.au 

p 07 3252 5254 p 07 3852 4853 
Lvl 12, 269 Wickham Street, Fortitude Valley Q 4006 
PO Box 300, Fortitude Valley Q 4006 

Premium Calculator: 

 The annual premium includes all policy fees, taxes and stamp duties. 

If you elect to take out the Corporate Travel Insurance you can complete your application by going to 
www.tbib.com.au and follow the prompts to the ABF Travel Insurance where you can view the payment 
options and complete the on line form. 

Age to 60…………………..$140.00 

Age 61 – 65………………..$180.00 

Age 66 – 70………………..$225.00 

Age 71 – 75………………..$280.00 

Age 76 – 80………………..$345.00 

Age 81 – 85………………..$420.00 

Age 86 – 90………………..$500.00 

If you don’t have access to the Internet we can assist you with registration. An additional fee of $20.00 is 
applicable for non-online applications. 

For assistance please contact:- 

Bree Hinchy on 07 3252 5254 or email at breehinchy@tbib.com.au 

or 

Steve Weil on 07 3252 5254 or email at steveweil@tbib.com.au 


